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Has govt signalled an end to the row with 11 T-Delhi director?

Hindustan Times (Patna)

The Centre asked 11T Delhi’s governing body for advice on Friday to appoint an acting head for the premier
engineering school, signalling an end to a protracted confrontation between the government and institute
director RK Shevgaonkar.

Shevgaonkar resigned in December — two years before the end of his term — amid reports that he was
pressurised to quit, while the Opposition blamed the Smriti Irani-headed human resource development (HRD)
ministry for interfering in the functioning of higher education institutes.

The ministry’s latest move came after Shevgaonkar shot off a letter this week, reminding the government that
June 12 will be his last day in office.

Sources said the HRD ministry asked the 11T board to look for an acting director, but it was yet to relieve
Shevgaonkar of his responsibilities with his file lying with Irani.

Critics accused the ministry of shifting its position on Shevgaonkar’s resignation which, according to some
media reports, came after a tiff with the department over payment of * 70 lakh to BJP leader and former 1IT-
Delhi faculty Subramanian Swamy as salary arrears.

Following his resignation in December, Shevgaonkar wrote three letters, including the latest one, requesting to
be relieved of his duties so he could join IIT Bombay as a teacher.

Former higher education secretary SN Mohanty recommended that Shevgaonkar be allowed to leave on June 12
before he was transferred from the ministry this week.

Sources said while the ministry had at first hinted at irregularities on the part of Shevgaonkar in setting up an
offshore II'T campus in Mauritius, it softened its stance after no evidence was found but kept sitting on the
matter.

K Gupta likely to take interim charge of 11 T-Delhi

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/k-gupta-likely-to-take-interim-charge-of-iit-delhi-
115060801110 1.html

[IT-Delhi's board of governors is said to have proposed the name of K Gupta as its interim director as the HRD Ministry is
set to relieve incumbent R Shevgaonkar of his duty.

Gupta, a faculty member of IIT Delhi's mechanical engineering department, is one of the senior most professors on the
campus and could take charge as Shevgaonkar's notice period, following his resignation, ends on June 11.
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However, as Gupta is on leave, the board has suggested the name of Anshul Kumar of the computer science department
to take charge till Gupta resumes duty, sources in the HRD Ministry said.

The Ministry, which is all set to forward the relieve order of Shevgaonkar to the President for approval, had asked the
board last week to propose the names of the candidates to replace the present director, who would be moving back to

[IT- Bombay as a faculty soon.

Shevgaonkar had resigned last December amid reports that he was under pressure from the Ministry on a controversial
move to set up an International Institute of Technology Research Academy (IITRA) in Mauritius.

An MoU was signed between IIT-Delhi and Mauritius Research Council for setting up of the academy.

The Ministry had delayed accepting his resignation even as the board of governors in March this year recommended to
the Ministry to accept his resignation.

K Gupta likely to take interim charge of 11 T-Delhi

http://www.dnaindia.com/delhi/report-k-gupta-likely-to-take-interim-charge-of-iit-delhi-2093662

Shevgaonkar had resigned last December amid reports that he was under pressure from the Ministry on a controversial
move to set up an International Institute of Technology Research Academy (IITRA) in Mauritius.

IIT-Delhi's board of governors is said to have proposed the name of K Gupta as its interim director as the HRD
Ministry is set to relieve incumbent R Shevgaonkar of his duty.

Gupta, a faculty member of 11T Delhi's mechanical engineering department, is one of the senior most professors
on the campus and could take charge as Shevgaonkar's notice period, following his resignation, ends on June
11.

However, as Gupta is on leave, the board has suggested the name of Anshul Kumar of the computer science
department to take charge till Gupta resumes duty, sources in the HRD Ministry said. The Ministry, which is all
set to forward the relieve order of Shevgaonkar to the President for approval, had asked the board last week to
propose the names of the candidates to replace the present director, who would be moving back to 11T- Bombay
as a faculty soon.

Shevgaonkar had resigned last December amid reports that he was under pressure from the Ministry on a
controversial move to set up an International Institute of Technology Research Academy (IITRA) in Mauritius.

An MoU was signed between 1IT-Delhi and Mauritius Research Council for setting up of the academy. The
Ministry had delayed accepting his resignation even as the board of governors in March this year recommended
to the Ministry to accept his resignation.
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Reward to IIT prof for new course on knowledge development,
says Smriti lrani

http://www.ibnlive.com/news/india/reward-to-iit-prof-for-new-course-on-knowledge-development-says-smriti-
irani-1003494.html

Guwahati: Union HRD Minister Smiti Irani on Monday announced a Rs one lakh reward to any HT faculty
member who designs a new course for knowledge development.

"Faculty are the fulcrum of our education system. But when discussions are held on the status of education,
people often cringe that they have not been able to develop new courses,” Irani told the 17th convocation of the
I T-Guwahati.

Smiti Irani announced a Rs one lakh reward to any lIT faculty member who designs a new course for knowledge
development.

"l now announce a Rs one lakh reward to any faculty member who designs a new knowledge development
course," the minister said.

On a lighter note, Irani added, "Faculty members think these politicians only think for the youth and not for us.
The faculty of the 11Ts are as important as their students.”

"The Director was telling me that the graduates have got very good placements in the country and globally. |
was hoping he would pick one of these graduates to be part of the faculty. I shall be grateful for life if any one
was picked,"” Irani said.

She lauded I1T-G for its support to government's 'Ishani Vikas' and 'Unnat Bharat' programmes to integrate the
nearby school children with the institute, and efforts to train 10,000 school teachers.

While congratulating the graduates of 11T-G, she told the parents, "You put your children here with a lot of faith
and in our hand with a lot of trust. We are proud to be a part of their journey".

To the graduates, she said, "When you turn around, remember your teachers and parents as part of your success
and remember them for their love and affection.”

What next in 11T Madras? A Hindutva lab?

http://www.firstpost.com/india/what-next-in-iit-madras-a-hindutva-lab-2285202.html

The revoking of the de-recognition of a student’s body, the Ambedkar-Periyar Study Circle (APSC), at the IIT
Madras is not only an endorsement of political freedom in Indian campuses, but also a body-blow to the
increasing institutionalisation of intolerance to free speech in government institutions.

The IIT’s decision to withdraw its bizarre action was out of sheer helplessness because its intemperate ban was
neither logical nor legal. The circumstances that led to the ban also smacked of a minor conspiracy because the
decision was followed by a Human Resources Ministry enquiry based on an anonymous letter.
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The anonymous letter against the APSC, alleged that the orgnanisation was trying to polarise SC/ST students
and spreading hatred against the Prime Minister and the Hindus. The letter also alleged that the group was
politically motivated and received “funds and encouragement” from an outside organisation.

What followed was bizarre. The Ministry of Human Resources Development (MHRD) immediately issued a
letter to the 11T Director asking for his comments on the complaints and he promptly banned the organisation
saying that it violated certain guidelines of the institution. It later turned out that the so called “guidelines” were
published four days after the APSC held its contentious meeting. In other words, the entire development was a
set-up - the unsigned and unsubstantiated letter of complaints against the APSC, the MHRD’s follow up
communique to the 1T director, and the de-recognition.

Perhaps this was the first time after Indira Gandhi’s emergency that an organisation with bonafide credentials,
engaged in purely democratic activities, was banned in India because it criticised the Prime Minister and the
Union Government. However, given the spate of controversial decisions of the MHRD since Smriti Irani took
over, IIT Madras’s overzealousness was not surprising. The conflicts that the director of IIT Delhi; Anil
Kakodkar, chairman of the board of governors of 1IT-Mumbai; Vice Chancellor of Algarh Muslim University
and several officers of the MHRD had with the minister in the recent past did show that there was resistance to
Irani’s allegedly overbearing ways. The Madras IIT director too should have resisted; instead he brought
disrepute to the institution by de-recognising the organisation.

The ban also bespoke of the growing tendency to keep educational campuses free from progressive political
ideas. Indian democracy is in serious need for committed fresh blood and new streams of thought.
Unfortunately, students at learning places such as the I1ITs, tend to overlook socio-political issues outside their
campuses and use their time only for furthering their careers. If at all they intervene in social issues, it usually
happens in a piecemeal project-basis that is devoid of an overall political thought.

When the students organised themselves around the ideas of Ambedkar and Periyar and questioned the twin
danger of Hindutva and neo-liberal economic policies, the authorities chose to clamp down on them. In fact, at
its meeting in the campus on 14 April, the APSC did raise these issues and quoted from Ambedkar’s seminal
essay, “annihilation of caste”. There was nothing inflammatory, illegal or against the rules of the IIT.

An encouraging spinoff of this development, however, is the support that the APSC and free political speech
received in Chennai and across the country. It also exposed the apolitical mindset of India’s premier technical
education institutions. The climbdown of the IIT authorities was obviously a result of the swelling protest
against the move, not only from political parties and student bodies, but also from public intellectuals and
academicians.

Of late, IIT Madras, considered among the top engineering and science institutions in India, has been in news
for wrong, mostly regressive, reasons. Some time back, the city was shocked to hear that the authorities had
enforced a night-curfew for girls in the campus. The move, that cited their safety, irked students because it
amounted to curtailing the freedom of girls in the name of their safety. It also painted boys in a wrong light.
Then came a letter from an RSS man, forwarded by the MHRD, which wanted the I1Ts to have separate dining
areas for vegetarians and non-vegetarians. The MHRD, in fact, wanted the directors to keep it informed on their
decisions on the letter, which meant that the ministry wanted the I1Ts to act on a third-party letter.

It was then known that IIT Madras already had a separate vegetarian mess. The APSC in 2014 took out a
campaign against the move and told the authorities: “wheat or meat, don’t segregate”. In 2012, a Hindu
evangelist delivered a lecture under the auspices of Vivekanda Study Circle hailing India’s civilisational and
spiritual supremacy over modern science. In fact, reportedly the dean of students himself had communicated
about the activities of the Circle. Another student body that’s sufficiently patronised is titled Vande Mataram.



https://www.facebook.com/vandemataramiitm?fref=ts
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There has been an organised campaign for a few years from Hindutva forces against the Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences for its alleged “Marxist”, “Dravidian” “anti-Hindu” “feminist” pitch. It was
thus not surprising that the only organisation that came out strongly in support of the APSC ban was the RSS.

Anyway, yet another effort to saffronise II'T Madras has been defeated by public pressure.

However, the efforts to dismantle the rational architecture of the institution are not going to stop because several
influential stakeholders are working hand-in-glove.
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1T flunks again: Concedes errors in physics question paper

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/lIT-flunks-again-Concedes-errors-in-physics-question-
paper/articleshow/47592427.cms

NEW DELHI: In what seems to be becoming an annual ritual, problems have been noticed in this year's answer keys of
JEE (Advanced). IIT has conceded errors in two physics questions that could make a difference of nine marks. Answer
keys were released on Monday after a delay of 15 days.

Like the previous years, there were ambiguous questions in which a candidate failed to find a single set of correct
answers since there were more than one correct answer.

The first error is in Physics question number 12. Due to ambiguity in the question, [IT announced two correct answers:
either C or D. If lIT had said C and D then it will be considered a single set of answer. Instead two set of answers are
correct. This makes scoring difficult for a candidate. The marking scheme for this question is: +4 marks, if only the
bubble(s) corresponding to all the correct option(s) is (are) darkened; zero marks if none of the bubble is darkened; -2 in
all other cases. Going by the answer key announced by IIT, most students who have attempted the question will get -2
marks, despite solving the question correctly.

The second error in Physics relates to question 19. The question had two columns: column | had four entries: A, B, C, D
and column Il had five entries: P, Q, R, S, T. For each entry in column |, student had to darken the bubbles of all the
matching entries. However, due to ambiguity in the question, IIT announced two correct answers: either (R) or (R) and
(T). f IT announced R and T only, this would be a single set of answer. Instead, IIT announced two sets of answers: R or
R and T. The marking scheme for this question is: +2 marks, if only the bubble(s) corresponding to all the correct
matches are darkened; zero marks if none of the bubble is darkened; -1 in all other cases. But due to the answer keys,
most students who have attempted the question correctly, could not darken the bubble, as bubble T is correct as well as
incorrect.

IIT has asked the candidates to file objections till June 11 only by fax. Last year IIT called for objections through any
mode including email resulting in 1,600 objections. This year candidates have restricted choice. A Delhi lIT professor
said, "It is beyond imagination that such errors keep on recurring in JEE every year." A team of 60 IIT professors (20
professors each for physics, chemistry and mathematics) participate in framing the question.
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11Sc meet comes home for first time

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/I1Sc-meet-comes-home-for-first-time/articleshow/47593263.cms

BENGALURU: For the first time, the 1ISc's Global Conference will be held on its Bengaluru campus later this month, with
a host of scientists, including Isro chief AS Kiran Kumar and principal scientific adviser to the Centre R Chidambaram,
expected to speak on various scientific challenges.

Nobel laureates to take part: Some Nobel laureates, too, are likely to participate in the event to be held from June 25 to
June 28.

Among the topics that will be discussed is improvement of IISc in global ratings. One of the sessions - 1ISc as a global
institution reaching the top - will focus on understanding the current standing of 11ISc among global institutions, identify
its strengths and key areas for improvement, and discuss the challenges involved, the institute said. Besides a host of
alumni, the session will feature Sunil Kumar, dean, Booth School of Business, University of Chicago.

TOI had reported in August 2014 that 1I1Sc has dropped 130 ranks in 11 years in the prestigous Academic Ranking of
World Universities (ARWU) 2014.

The first [ISc Global Conference was organized by the 1ISc alumni association of North America at Santa Clara, California
in June 2007. This second conference was held in Illinois, in July 2013.

Sources in lISc said the institute was keen to host the conference this time. "Even I've attended the second conference,
but keeping logistics in mind, not all students from the institute can benefit if the conference is held elsewhere. So there
had been a lot of efforts to bring it home," a student said.

He said nearly 400 participants have already confirmed participation. "This is not including the panel of speakers and
alumni," he added.

PMO reverses decision, Trivedi is TIFR director

Hindustan Times (Mumbai)

MUMBALI: The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO), in a reversal of its earlier decision, has accepted the
appointment of Sandip Trivedi, 52, as director of the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR).

RK Sinha, secretary of the Department of Atomic Energy and TIFR Council member, confirmed the news.

“The council felt that the spirit of the procedural requirements for the appointment of TIFR director was met,”
said Sinha. “Accordingly, a detailed request was made to the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)
for a review of its earlier decision. The ACC was kind enough to review the matter and decided to approve the
proposal for the appointment of Professor Trivedi.”

HT, in March, had reported that the PMO had rejected Trivedi’s appointment as the director on technical
grounds, a first in the history of the premier scientific research institution. The PMO wanted TIFR to advertise
the position, similar to its directive to the Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics, Kolkata, and Bangalore-based
Jawaharlal Nehru for Advanced Scientific Research.
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While Trivedi is yet to accept the appointment, a section of scientists are unhappy with the PMO’s decision. In
fact, senior scientists at the institute had written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, raising concerns over the
selection process.

“We are aghast and disappointed by the flip-flop by the PMO,” said a senior scientist, requesting anonymity. “A
person’s academic excellence has nothing to do with how they run an institute. We need someone with a vision
who can take the institute to the next level.”

Last year, the TIFR Council, chaired by industrialist Ratan Tata had formed a three-member search committee
with scientist and Bharat Ratna CNR Rao as its head, along with K Kasturirangan, member (science) planning
commission, and Srikumar Banerjee, former chairperson of Atomic Energy Commission. Trivedi had taken
over as director in January.
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